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Tenterden Cinema Response to Tenterden 
Town Council following closed Council meeting 
of 10 August 
 

1 We support the Council’s decision to suspend discussions with the cinema sub-
committee for at least two months. There are too many uncertainties about the 
progression of the Covid pandemic and its impact on neighbourhood cinema 
operators for it to be possible to make plans or conduct meaningful 
negotiations at the moment. In the meantime, we wish to keep lines of 
communication open and clarify future options. 

2 We continue to believe that a neighbourhood cinema development would have 
a major impact on the town’s regeneration, post pandemic, but the present 
scheme is too expensive. We request that the Council should ask Burrell Foley 
Fischer to look at ways of reducing the cost of the scheme by £500K-£750K. At 
the same time, we would suggest they consider the feasibility of alternative use 
for the top part of the Pebbles building, which is under-utilised in the present 
scheme. Could there be another revenue-generating commercial use for at 
least part of the building? 

3 Any redevelopment of the Pebbles building depends on the availability of the 
lease. We would be grateful for clarification of the Council’s and White Stuff’s 
intentions. 

4 We plan to hold a Zoom meeting with the potential operators to explain the 
current state of the project, get an indication of their views on the industry 
future, get their feedback on the BFF scheme, and any indication on their ability 
to invest in a Tenterden cinema fit-out. 

5 We request an opportunity to discuss the cinema proposal with the Town 
Centre Regeneration lead, Keli Nolan-Lyons.   

 

Finally, we would like to restate our view that this must be a real community project: 
the Focus Group was established by the Council to give advice, and the Cinema 
Company was formed by Focus Group members to give effect to the jointly agreed 
decisions of the Focus Group and Council. We all share the aim of regenerating the 
town, the High Street and the local economy, and providing better facilities for the 
residents of and visitors to Tenterden. 

 

Tom Evans, Chairman, 31 August 2020. 


